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“God Goes That Road!” 
My husband Cooper’s daughter Elizabeth is a teacher at a charter school in St Paul.  The school is geared as a college 
prep program for traditionally marginalized populations. 
 
Liz taught health and wellness classes there, and has recently transitioned into coordinating the school’s diversity 
awareness.  She is walking beauty, is our Liz. 
 
She and Cooper had a rare chance for some time together this past week.  They saw a play at the Park Theatre about 
one of our heroines - Nina Simone.  And they shared conversation and the goodness of time together. 
 
Liz shared that in recent weeks her school feels like a pressure cooker.  The school is intentionally and beautifully 
diverse and with the passing of the recent Immigration ban school cohesion is being torn apart. 
 
There are many in the school affected by the ban.  Their families or the families of friends.  Their neighbors; many 
people.  They live with the anxiety of not knowing what the future holds for them.  Will they come home to an 
empty house?  Will they be deported? 
 
And, there are students in the school who are aware of that anxiety and stress and they are injecting into that stew 
of misery the toxic cadence of taunts. 
 
Racist taunts.  “You don’t belong here” taunts.  Verbal violence lobbed at people with whom they share 
community.  Some of the students are delighting in tormenting their fellow students. 
 
The school is simmering.  The faculty are unsure about what to do, the students and parents and everyone 
connected with the school is aware of the immense pressure building. 
 
“So”, my good husband asked his daughter, “What is working?  What is going to help?” 
 
Liz said a word that may save us from ourselves in these anxious days: 
 
The antidote to the fracturing is this: “Relationship”. 
 
“We focus on relationship.” 
 
The school and faculty are intentional about building upon relationship between groups of people who seem intent 
upon savaging each other.  They are seeking to help their students see how it is people on each side of the issue are 
human and deserving of respect. 
 
Relationship. 
 
Well, isn’t that what Jesus is teaching in this portion of the Sermon on the Mount? 
 



Jesus is teaching the disciples that the most important thing they have is NOT a coat or money or national identity or 
the ability to hit back. 
 
What Jesus is teaching the disciples is that what is most important is that THEY ARE CHANGED.  Through their 
encounter with the living Christ, they are no longer who they were and they are called to live differently because of 
it. 
 
They are no longer those who have to hit back.  They are no longer those who tally up insults and pay back 
accordingly.  They are no longer the small of heart who nurse resentments and grudgingly share abundance. 
 
“Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you might be children of the God who makes the 
sun to rise on the evil and the good alike.” 
 
Oh, Jesus, do we HAVE to? 
 
It turns out we do.  The wholeness of our souls and the wellness of God’s creation depends upon it. 
As Eugene Peterson paraphrases Jesus’ words in the Message: 
 
“In a word, what I’m saying is, Grow up. You’re kingdom subjects. Now live like it. Live out your God-created 
identity. Live generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives toward you.”  (Matthew 47:  The Message) 
 
We are called to ancient and holy work. 
 
The book of Leviticus in the Hebrew Scriptures is a moral guidebook for the people of God.  God speaks directly in 
the book of Leviticus with more regularity than in any other book of scripture.  Holiness is the central issue in the 
book.  How are the people of God to live in community in such a way that God is praised and honored? 
 
The portion read earlier, Leviticus the 19th chapter, deals clearly with how we are to live what John Wesley called 
Social Holiness.  Wesley said that “The gospel of Christ knows of no religion, but social; no holiness but social 
holiness.  ‘Faith working by love’ is the length and breadth and depth and height of Christian perfection.”  (Hymns 
and Sacred Poems, preface, 1739) 
 
God speaks in the book of Leviticus in ways strong and clear: 
 
I am the Lord your God.  Because I am holy I desire that you will be holy.  And here is how to do that living: 
 
Share! 
 
Tithe the richness of your land and of your life!  Don’t hoard it all.  You don’t need it all!  Give it to the poor and the 
alien. 
 
Tithe your abundance in order that others will live - give your grapes, your money, whatever you grow in the field 
that is your life - share it because God has given you more than enough and you want to be part of God’s work in 
this world. 
 
Did you hear what social holiness is?  It’s living in right relationship: 
 
11 “Don’t steal. 
 
“Don’t lie. 
 



“Don’t deceive anyone. 
 
12 “Don’t swear falsely using my name, violating the name of your God. I am God. 
 
13 “Don’t exploit your friend or rob him. 
 
“Don’t hold back the wages of a hired hand overnight. 
 
14 “Don’t curse the deaf; don’t put a stumbling block in front of the blind; fear your God. I am God. 
 
15 “Don’t pervert justice. Don’t show favoritism to either the poor or the great. Judge on the basis of what is right. 
 
16 “Don’t spread gossip and rumors. 
 
“Don’t just stand by when your neighbor’s life is in danger. I am God. 
 
17 “Don’t secretly hate your neighbor. If you have something against him, get it out into the open; otherwise you 
are an accomplice in his guilt. 
 
18 “Don’t seek revenge or carry a grudge against any of your people. 
 
“Love your neighbor as yourself. I am God.  (The Message, Leviticus 19: 9-18) 
 
What I want to say is that we know in our bellies the tension that is living in Lizzie’s school.  It is free floating in these 
days. 
 
We encounter divisiveness all around us and we surely encounter a growing unwillingness to see the Christ in the 
other. 
 
So, we have work to do, you and I. 
 
Jesus tells us to pray for those we feel are persecuting us.  In doing that we remember that God’s got this and that 
resentment toward those who roil our souls will contort us and make us small and snarly and we don’t want that. 
 
We don’t want to participate in taking up the same arms as those who persecute. 
 
Instead, I pray that we consider what it is to live holiness. 
 
Living as God’s holy folk means that we resist evil, injustice and oppression in whatever forms they present 
themselves, as we vowed upon joining the church. 
 
Living as God’s holy folk means we do not run from the challenges of life. 
 
Living as God’s holy folk means that we choose to be a witness.  We share.  We don’t hit back.  We pray.  We never 
forget that through Christ Jesus we are a transformed movement dedicated to ushering in God’s vision for creation. 
 
We have holy work to do: 
 
In our high schools and in our hearts. 
 
Amen. 


