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“Temptation(s)” 

 

It is the first Sunday in Lent. 

 

Lent is a season of forty days when followers of Jesus practice mindfulness about 

how painful and precious it is to live in the ways that Jesus taught. 

 

We began Lent together this past Wednesday.  Ash Wednesday calls us to name 

how fragile we are and how needful we are of God’s grace and presence. 

 

Being fragile felt particularly powerful as we named the pain of 17 people killed by 

gunfire in a school in Florida. 

 

As we prayed and sang together, as we lit candles and had the sign of the cross 

traced on our foreheads, we named our belief that Jesus knows what it is to suffer. 

 

And Jesus knew what it was to speak out and challenge powers that would 

enslave any of God’s children. 

 

Together, on Ash Wednesday, we bore witness to the fact that mowing children 

and teachers and concert-goers or anyone down with a semi-automatic weapon 

is evil, pure and simple.   

 

Jesus knew evil was a real and present danger in the world. 

 

Right after he is baptized in the river Jordon by John, right after he hears the words 

of God about being beloved and claimed, right after the power of all of that…the 

Spirit immediately drove Jesus into a time of wilderness. 

 

And in that time of wilderness, away from his community and other supports, Jesus 

is visited by the tempter. 

 

Mark’s gospel doesn’t speak much about what Jesus was tempted by, but 

Matthew’s gospel tells us that Jesus was tempted to abuse the power God had 

given him. 



 

Jesus is tempted by the devil to go against God’s clear teachings.  Jesus is 

tempted to contort God’s teachings to serve his own needs. 

 

High up on the pinnacle of the temple and on the top of a mountain, far from the 

faces and hearts and needs of others, the tempter tells Jesus that he can have 

everything if he will just let go of God’s claim on his life. 

 

And Jesus won’t do it.  

 

To begin Lent with this story is such a clear message: 

 

Temptation is real. 

 

Remembering who we are and what it is God calls us to live;  All of these things 

are challenging in a world seemingly hell-bent on leading us into moral amnesia. 

 

One of the teachings that is foundation in our faith is this: 

 

Over and over God tells the Hebrew people that they can never forget the story 

of their ancestors. 

 

Among the foundational stories of our faith is this:  God’s people must never forget 

that they were refugees and immigrants.  Throughout scripture God reminds God’s 

people that welcoming the stranger is not an optional bit of life but foundational 

to their identity as those who seek to live in the heart of the Great I AM. 

 

God teaches that our call is to love God with heart and mind and soul and 

neighbor as ourselves. 

 

John Wesley called that “social holiness”.  Wesley taught that “The gospel of Christ 

knows of no religion but social; no holiness but social holiness.  Faith working by 

love is the length and breadth and depth and height of Christian 

perfection.  (preface to Hymns and Sacred Poems 1739, paragraph 5) 

 

So let us hear together, we who might be tempted to ignore the plight of human 

beings living our history:  refugees, immigrants, Dreamers, humans. 

 

(read Leviticus 19: 9 - 18; 33 - 34) 

 

The powers of evil seek to distance us from the humanity of people who are living 

perilous lives. 

 



Today we hear, during the panel following worship, the hearts people of faith who 

seek to provide sanctuary for human beings here in Rochester and beyond. 

 

And today, I ask you to hear the voice of Bill McGuire - father, grandfather, father-

in-law and child of God. 

 

(Bill speaks) 

 

The tempter took Jesus away from community and told him he didn’t need to 

care about what God taught.   

 

Jesus knew better.  He resisted evil. 

 

So must we. 

 

Amen 

 


