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                                                                 January 7, 2018 

“Wisdom, Light, and Water.” 

 

“Still, what I want in my life 

is to be willing 

to be dazzled— 

to cast aside the weight of facts 

and maybe even 

to float a little 

above this difficult world.” 

Mary Oliver 

 

It’s a new year. 

 

2017 was challenging for many, delightful for many, and a mixed bag for all of us. 

 

For this first sermon in a new year, I want to keep it simple, so all that we are 

incorporating today are these small concepts: 

 

The three kings. 

The baptism of Jesus. 

And the eternal non-stop presence of God’s self-expression in Jesus the Christ. 

 

There. Simple. 

 

It has always amazed me that we can leave a sanctuary on Christmas Eve full of 

coos over the new baby, marvel at the image of three learned scholars following 

their hearts and a star to where the baby lay, and weeks later that baby is a 

grown man who has withstood forty days in the desert and is baptized by John. 

 

All of these stories unfold at church while in our lives we are dealing with dried-out 

trees, returning gifts, saying goodbye to our college age children and other house 

guests and returning to school routines and, well, is it any wonder that we can feel 

gob-smacked by the too-much of it all? 

 

Nan-in, a Japanese master (during the Meiji era 1868-1912), received a university 

professor who came to inquire about Zen. 



 

Nan-in served tea. He poured his visitor’s cup full and then kept on pouring. 

 

The professor watched the overflow until he no longer could restrain himself. “It is 

overfull. No more will go in!” 

 

“Like this cup,” Nan-in said, “you are full of your own opinions and speculations. 

How can I show you Zen unless you first empty your cup?” 

 

(on line the unbound spirit.com). 

 

Today I don’t want to pour more tea into an already brimming full cup. 

 

Today I want to hold out three notions as gift. 

 

First: 

 

As the gospel of John names it, God’s self-expression in Jesus is forever. Has been, 

will be. And that self-expression lives in you. 

 

There is no one who can express God’s sacred being in quite the ways that you 

can. That’s true for any of us and for all of us, no exceptions. 

 

You are a self-expression of God. No more. No less. 

 

Brene Brown puts it this way in her book “Braving the Wilderness: The Quest for True 

Belonging and the Courage to Stand Alone.” 

 

“Stop walking through the world looking for confirmation that you don’t belong. 

You will always find it because you’ve made that your mission. Stop scouring 

people’s faces for evidence that you’re not enough. You will always find it 

because you’ve made that your goal. True belonging and self-worth are not 

goods; we don’t negotiate their value with the world. The truth about who we are 

lives in our hearts. Our call to courage is to protect our wild heart against constant 

evaluation, especially our own. No one belongs here more than you.” 

― Brené Brown, Braving the Wilderness: The Quest for True Belonging and the 

Courage to Stand Alone 

 

God’s self-expression in Christ Jesus became flesh in order that the world might 

gain life and life abundantly. 

 

You. Me. Refugees. Immigrants. Donald Trump. Tina Smith. 

 

No exceptions. 



 

So, make space for that. 

 

Holy expression as it lives in and through you. 

 

Second. 

 

Those learned men - the Magi - who travelled far to see the child? They were 

ordered to conspire to snuff him out. Herod told them to scout out the power he 

feared he could not control and they followed the star to the baby and they went 

home another way because they would not collude with evil and how’s that for a 

way to live 2018? 

 

We can find our home to 464 God through refusing to collude with evil. We can 

vote and march and pray and talk with people we don’t agree with and we can 

refuse to participate in trashing others. We can bow before the raw power of 

hope and offer the most precious stuffs of our lives in service to love. 

 

Third? 

 

We can remember day by day the power of our baptism. 

 

Through the elemental power of water, we are made one with all that is - has 

been and will be and we are not spectators to the unfolding of love and hope 

and light. 

 

Through our baptism we are called to work. 

 

I leave you with this story. 

 

This church is opening a child care and family resource center in the fall of this 

year. Our director began her work with us on January 2nd. Our space and our 

hearts are changing day by day as we prepare. 

 

This Christmas I heard that a number of our families determined that they didn’t 

want gifts. 

 

Instead, one family asked that instead of buying them gifts people could support 

our scholarship fund for THRIVE! so that children who live with financial scarcity can 

receive excellent care. 

 

Another church member asked this of her children: 

 

Instead of buying her gifts, they could purchase books for THRIVE! 



 

So, her children did that. They went out shopping and bought the books that will 

always feature their mom and dad’s voices reading about flying bats and giving 

trees. 

 

And Christmas for them was hearing those stories read by their parents again and 

knowing that those shiny and beautiful stories would live in the hearts of children 

who find welcome here. 

 

Really. 

 

The Word become flesh. 

 

The Word is flesh. 

 

Happy New Year. 


