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A sign that says hope, a flashlight, and a dark bathroom can help us
remember that even if we can't see it or feel it, hope is there.  
In some video games, players can gain an object that lets them see
magical objects with a purple or green outline. Take a walk as a family and
put on imaginary hope glasses. Where do you see hope? (The neighbors
who planted a new tree, the kids at the park who welcome newcomers to
their game of tag.)
Listen to hymns, songs and carols for how hope is described. One favorite is
"The thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices" (Can you find this in a Christmas
display at a store? Why is Christmas a time of hope?) 

When someone we care about dies, it might be hard to see hope. Christians
have hope in resurrection, but that can feel very far off. Our hope comes from
God, but God doesn't always show up in a burning bush. We hope (and believe)
that the world is getting more and more like God's kingdom on Earth. How can
we see hope?
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F O R  C H I L D R E N  A N D  F A M I L I E S

Today in worship we are remembeing people who have died by ringing a bell and
saying thier names. Your family could plan a special meal and tell stories about

people you love who have died. Do you have a bell? Who would you name? 
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