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“Holy Garb” 
 

John Wesley was an English Anglican priest who lived in the mid seventeen hundreds.  Wesley could not much stand 
the people of Jesus huddling within the walls of the church while around them the world was feeling fear and want. 
 
He began a movement that came to be called Methodism.  It was a movement dedicated to both personal piety and 
social justice.  To Wesley, both were crucial. 
 
John Wesley knew first hand what it was to walk in the world with a heart frozen by fear.  Even though he had been 
a preacher and had been leading in the church for a long time, it wasn’t until his own personal heart was strangely 
warmed by the sure love of God through Christ Jesus that he came to feel fully held by God. 
 
After that, he longed for others to feel hearts warmed by grace. 
 
John Wesley also saw the people of Jesus amazingly unresponsive to the poor and the oppressed of his day.  It 
seemed incomprehensible to him that followers of Jesus could be so willfully unmoved. 
 
He longed for others to feel hearts moved by compassion and a desire to change systems of oppression. 
 
Wesley preached and he taught and he organized and he poured out his life because he felt that living surrender to 
God was life and community changing and that in surrender to the Holy, ultimate freedom could be found. 
 
About being in relationship with God Wesley said: 
 
“A religion worthy of God is no other than love:  the love of God and of all (mankind); the loving God with all our 
heart and soul and strength, as God first loved us, as the fountain of all the good we have received and of all we ever 
hope to enjoy; and the loving every soul which God hath made, every man on earth, as our own soul. 
 
This love, he goes on to say, is the medicine of life, the never-failing remedy for all the evils of a disordered 
world.  (Tensions within the Church of England  John Wesley - Albert Outler pg. 385). 
 
From the prophet Isaiah: (Isaiah 2: 4b) 
 
“They shall beat their swords into plowshares,  
and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more.” 
 
From the Apostle Paul: (Romans 12: 8 - 10) 
 
“Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law...Love does 
no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.” 
 



Today, Teagan Ann put on Christ.  Through her baptism she is forever more clothed in the shining garment that is 
love.  We know that she is loved.  That is so very clear.   
What we celebrate today is that Teagan has joined a movement of people - you and me and all of us - who 
understand that our role in the world is to help others beat swords into plowshares and learn the ways of peace - in 
our own souls and in the world. 
 
We celebrate today that Teagan has joined a movement of people that fulfills relationship with the Holy through 
choosing the life medicine that is love. 
 
Studs Terkel was a Pulitzer Prize winning author and actor. 
 
I ran across a quote of his recently.  He says: 
 
Heroes are not giant statues framed against a red sky. 
They are people who say:  This is my community, and it is my responsibility to make it better. 
 
I want to ask a favor of you. 
 
I want you to pray with all you have that God’s will will be brought to life here through your church. 
 
You know that we embarked on a Missional Church Consultative Initiative a year plus ago. 
 
You know that we approved the action steps by a margin of almost 95% 
 
You know that we commissioned a team to discern how God might use the building we tend, the location we are in, 
and the considerable power of love this church can share. 
 
We determined that Christ United Methodist Church seeks to be a force in breaking the cycle of poverty.  Here.  In 
Rochester. 
 
The team determined that we could do that most effectively by providing excellent child care and family support 
here in our building.  We determined that we would like to scholarship half the children because the best way to 
break the cycle of poverty is to walk beside families and give children the best there is in the first years of life. 
 
We decided the family support and child care center would be called THRIVE. 
 
And, there have been countless meetings to create a business plan, consult people about space needs and create a 
responsible way for this church to engage in ministry in ways that lives are changed. 
 
So on Thursday night of this week the THRIVE team will present their work to the Leadership Board of the church. 
 
This is a momentous time in the life of this church. 
 
What I ask you to pray about is that God’s will be done. 
 
We want to share the medicine of love with children and families. 
 
We want to be good stewards of the resources of this church. 
 
We want to wrap discernment and conversation in the shining garment that is the love of Jesus the Christ. 
 



So would you pray? 
 
I want to tell you that in the sixteen gatherings I was part of, almost to a person I heard a hunger for Christ United 
Methodist Church to engage with the city in which we live. 
 
Will we be engaged in enhancing the lives of children with names like Teagan and Amir?  Will we grow the love 
reach of this church some 45-families-fold? 
 
Pray that God’s will be done, beloveds. 
 
Pray that whatever the decision is, we know with Isaiah and Jesus and John Wesley and Studs Terkel that  
 
 
This is our community, and it is our responsibility - and God given opportunity - to make it better. 
 
Amen 
 
 
 
 


