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“Testimony” 

 

Today feels like All Saints Day part two. 

 

Last Sunday we named the cloud of witnesses in our personal lives who have 

loved us into life; people who taught courageously and gave of themselves in 

order that we might have life and have it abundantly. Moms and dads and 

grandparents and others.  We named them aloud and in our hearts last week. 

 

Today it feels so very important to name the many who have given so much of 

themselves in order that we might have life and have it abundantly in our 

nation. 

 

I am speaking of Veterans.  People who served our country so that we can live 

in a land where freedom of expression and countless other freedoms are 

possible. 

 

So, this morning I want for us to pause and say thank you to those who have 

served in the armed forces, as well as those who have served or are serving in 

law enforcement. 

 

Would you rise if you are a veteran or a public safety servant? 

 

Thank you for your service. 

 

The other people who are living large on this Sunday when we dedicate 

pledges for the next year and name the ways God is unfolding our future 

through the TRANSFORM campaign are the disciples of Jesus Christ who have 

built this church to be a place where freedom of expression is practiced and 

learning the Jesus way of love and compassion is celebrated. 

 

This year we mark 160 years of serving God and God’s world through this Body 

of Christ. 

 



And so I ask you.  If you have been a member here fifty years and more, would 

you rise so that we can thank you for the courage and fortitude and faith and 

sheer doggedness that has brought Christ UMC to where it is today. 

 

Would you rise, please? 

 

So, what is it to be church?  What is it that has kept Christ UMC offering Christ for 

160 years? 

 

Hear these words from the book of Acts.  It is a telling of how the early church 

was compelled to share the news of Jesus the Christ. 

 

Peter and John had been threatened with prison and death and told to stop 

talking about the crucified and risen Christ. 

 

But they would not stop.  They could not stop.  Hear the word: 

 

(Read Acts 4: 29 - 36) 

 

We cannot stop telling the news of the love and transformational power of 

Jesus the Christ. 

 

Here’s a small snapshot about why it matters that the diverse people of Jesus 

gather to proclaim and live his grace. 

 

When I was appointed to Richfield UMC I was well aware before I got there 

that some members were not happy with the appointment. 

 

Gender had something to do with that.  Perhaps they made assumptions about 

me because I was newly divorced.  Who knows.  I just knew that the drum beat 

of discontent was sounding before I hit the door. 

 

The church had recently been in a big fight over the flag in the 

sanctuary.  There was a strongly active group of veterans there and they had 

exchanged heated words with my predecessor at the kind of public meeting 

no church wants to have. 

 

It took about a week after getting there for someone to want to talk with me 

about that. 

 

The person who requested the meeting was the chief scuttlebutt-about-the-

new-pastor stirrer.  He came into that meeting loaded with assumptions about 

my being. 



 

And I came into the meeting having heard about his role in the big flag fight 

and the maligning of me and the sense some had of the wrongness of the 

appointment and… well, I had my own assumptions. 

 

We talked in my office. 

 

I shared with him that my father was a vet and my sister a counselor at the vet 

center and that I was deeply appreciative of the sacrifice of veterans. 

 

He seemed surprised by that. 

 

It was a cordial meeting. 

 

A few months later a banquet was to be held at our church to honor 

vets.  There was a catalogue put together with pictures of each vet and 

memories of their time of service.  It was a grand thing. 

 

The organizer, who had not inspired trust in me, asked if I, as Lead Pastor, would 

write a bit for the brochure. 

 

I will admit to being honored and cautious, both. 

 

I asked if it was ok for me to quote the prophet Isaiah, using the text about 

beating swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. 

 

“Would that be ok”, I asked him? 

 

“Of course!”  He said.  “That’s what we went to war to fight for.” 

 

“Peace.  We fought in order for peace to reign.” 

 

And suddenly we were no longer a mistrusted liberal-leaning woman pastor 

and a mistrusted conservative-leaning male vet. 

 

We were human beings sharing a desperate hunger for peace. 

 

Listen.  This church does many things.  We touch lives in ways too numerous to 

count.  Truly.  We could spend half an hour naming all the doings of this church. 

 

But today, my heart gives thanks for the being of this church. 

 

This church does what people have come to believe is the impossible. 



 

This church, through the power of the Holy Spirit, bridges the seeming chasms 

created by gender, political, news source and generational boundaries 

 

This church helps to create a place where we beat our swords of mistrust into 

the plowshares of communal grace.  This church helps us name our hunger for 

peace lived now.  For us.  For our grandparents.  For our children and our 

children’s children. 

 

In this place, the Holy Spirit gentles and emboldens our hearts and Aaron Gross 

is going to speak of how that has been in his life: 

 

I want to give you some time to pray - God, what do you want to do through 

me? 

 

How can I join the Holy Boldness being practiced here at Christ UMC? 

 


