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Before I read the second lesson this morning I’d like to share two things. 
 
First, my nephew continues to fight for his life.  He is now battling infection and has more things broken than seem 
possible and his health care providers and all of those of us who are praying and loving are doing our best.  And, he is in 
God’s keeping.  So thank you for your prayers and for your tender care for Mile and his family. 
 
Second, I want to talk about this upcoming election.  What I want for Christ United Methodist Church in this ripping-
apart time is a safe place where we can come and open ourselves to the teachings and heart of Jesus.  We are many 
parts of the one Body of Christ Jesus.  We come to this United Methodist church not to escape from the world, but to 
take the unfolding of life around us and hold it to the light of Christ Jesus and say “how ought I, a Christian, to live?” 
 
I want to share with you a line from our United Methodist Social Principles: 
 
The Social Principles (¶¶ 160-166) provide our most recent official summary of stated convictions that seek to apply the 
Christian vision of righteousness to social, economic, and political issues. Our historic opposition to evils such as 
smuggling, inhumane prison conditions, slavery, drunkenness, and child labor was founded upon a vivid sense of God's 
wrath against human injustice and wastage. 
 
Our struggles for human dignity and social reform have been a response to God's demand for love, mercy, and justice in 
the light of the Kingdom. We proclaim no personal gospel that fails to express itself in relevant social concerns; we 
proclaim no social gospel that does not include the personal transformation of sinners. 
 
It is our conviction that the good news of the Kingdom must judge, redeem, and reform the sinful social structures of our 
time. 
The Book of Discipline and the General Rules convey the expectation of discipline within the experience of individuals 
and the life of the Church. Such discipline assumes accountability to the community of faith by those who claim that 
community's support. 
 
Support without accountability promotes moral weakness; accountability without support is a form of cruelty. 
 
A church that rushes to punishment is not open to God's mercy, but a church lacking the courage to act decisively on 
personal and social issues loses its claim to moral authority. The church exercises its discipline as a community through 
which God continues to "reconcile the world to God’s self." 
 
From The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church - 2012. Copyright 2012 by The United Methodist Publishing 
House. Used by permission. 
 
As preachers, Katy, Nancy and I pray deeply as we craft sermons.  We want so passionately to be prisms through which 
the gospel light might shine and illumine what is happening within and around us. 
 
We will, as United Methodist preachers, engage with what is going on in the world around us.  As preachers and 
prophets and pastors that is our call. 
 
We do not raise issues in order to tell you who to vote for or to malign others.   



 
As preachers and Christian leaders, we raise issues that are holding this world hostage - issues like racism and poverty 
and the sanctity of all created beings - because they are real and they shatter lives and hearts and we name systemic 
violence because Jesus came that we might learn a better way. 
 
We are here because we are tired of seeing little bodies washed up on shore. 
 
We are here because we are tired of feeling small and powerless. 
 
We are here because the teachings and presence of Jesus Christ calls us to BIG and audacious and ridiculous ways of 
loving one another and we are in. 
 
We are in with all that we have. 
 
So will you hear things that you are uncomfortable and don’t agree with being preached on any given Sunday? 
 
Absolutely.  I hope so. 
 
What I ask you to hold each of your pastors to is this: 
 
Is the gospel speaking in ways authentic to the heart of Jesus? 
Are your preachers practicing grace as we seek to confront injustice and oppression in whatever forms they present 
themselves? 
 
Are your preachers seeking to practice fidelity to the gospel? 
 
We live in a country that celebrates religious freedom, including the freedom to challenge structures that maim. 
 
And for that we say: 
 
God bless America. 
 
God keep those who challenge us to keep open hearts and minds and doors.   
 
God guide us each and all. 
 
And so, this text on this day.   
 
A parable Jesus tells after a long and aggravating attempt to help the religious elite of his day; People who seemed to 
love money more than the challenges of living the faith. 
 
And this struggle is not some long-ago thing.   
 
Hear the story Jesus told the Pharisees: 
 
Luke 16: 19 - 31 
 
So many things make the story remarkable. 
 
Do you remember in the beginning of the book of Luke that the mother of Jesus (Mary) sang a song about the world 
being turned upside down? 
 
The poor would become rich and the rich would be sent away empty? 



 
Do you remember that when Jesus stood to deliver his first sermon in Luke he reads form the scroll of Isaiah and tells 
those gathered that his ministry is to preach good news to the poor and recovery of sight to the blind and relief from 
oppression to those squashed by unjust social systems? 
 
Luke would have us know that this is no small passing thing, this God vision of economic justice. 
 
It is bedrock.  God’s vision as sung by Mary and preached by Jesus is that it is not the job of the poor to pull themselves 
up by their bootstraps. 
 
It is, in fact, the job of the rich - that would be you and me - it is the job of the rich to heed the teachings of our faith and 
begin to see the people around us - the people at our gates - who are suffering because they don’t have enough food or 
health care or housing or access to education. 
 
The Rich Man chooses not to see Lazarus outside his gate and he chooses not to pay attention to the teachings of faith 
that make it clear that the vulnerable in the midst of community are to be seen by more than dogs who lick their sores. 
 
Did you notice that even after the rich man dies he tries to get Lazarus to serve him by bringing him a cool bit of water or 
scurrying back to his brothers with the news that God’s not kidding, my brothers. 
 
Even then the rich man does not see Lazarus as kindred.  Even languishing in hell the rich man sees poor Lazarus as a 
tool to be used to serve him! 
 
What Father Abraham tells him must echo in our souls: 
 
The teachings are clear in scripture. 
 
We need to hear the teachings while we are alive.   
 
We need to heed and live the teachings while we are alive. 
 
Because we can. 
 
Because we can pack food for friends and we can create a child care and family support center and because we can 
serve one hundred people between Saturday and Wednesday night and because we can send people to Guatemala and 
Appalachia.  
 
because we know the teachings of our faith.  WE know that God calls us to break the cycle of poverty. 
 
And with God’s help we seek to do just that. 
 
Now.  Here. 
 
In this life.  Because we can. 
 
Amen 
 


