
There are times when I feel pregnant with life.  Not the kind of life that results 
in a baby nine months later, but the kind of life that grows and blesses and 
teaches and stretches. 

We are newly back from Annual Conference.  You were represented by Diane 
Ilstrup, Bobbi Nichols, Ken Bauman, Joel Charlson, Gary Lueck, and your pas-
tors Nancy, Katy, and me.  We experienced with 800 other people some amaz-
ing kinds of grace.  We worshipped together.  We played together.  We passed 
a powerful resolution regarding our grief over the Orlando massacre.  We ap-
proved the budget and heard reports.  And, We shared with Pastor Katy the 
power of her service of Commissioning. 

We saw the mantle of District Superintendency pass from Clay Oglesbee to our 
new District Superintendent, the Rev. Cynthia Williams who is with us here to-
day.  On her first Sunday as a DS.  Cynthia will come to preach us in to our Rally 
Sunday in September.   

And we had two delicious sessions with a woman by the name of Sara 
Miles.  She is a woman who was agnostic, not at all interested in faith or things 
of the Spirit.  She found herself in a church one morning and was literally bro-
ken open by the breaking of the bread and the sharing of grace she experi-
enced in the Eucharist.   She was reborn through that Jesus meal.  So she start-
ed a food pantry and wrote some amazing books and she shared her heart 
with us for hours and it felt to me like each word spoken by her gentle and 
honest soul was balm for the ache I feel - maybe you feel it too - as the world 
seems intent upon ripping apart bodies rather than binding them together. 

One of the most powerful things she shared was this question:  What is the 
most used and most powerful word in our scriptures?  The word is “with”.  God 
is with us.  Jesus, the word made flesh was so powerfully and is so powerfully 
with us.  And we, you and I and the grieving parents in Orlando and the 
stunned citizens of London and the amazed parents of beautiful Huxley (just 
baptized this morning). 

We are with God and we are so powerfully with each other.  Always.  Non ne-
gotiable.  We are a people who practice the sacrament of “withness”. 

Stirred into the new life I am feeling after Annual Conference is the story just 
read to you from the Hebrew Scriptures.  It is a story of how it is God practices 
“withness” through those unlikely.  In this morning’s case two Hebrew Mid-
wives.   Two women charged with delivering those pregnant with life.  Women 
called by God to midwife the hope of the future.  

Those two women - unlike so many others in scripture - those two women 
have names:  Shiphrah and Puah. 

They are subversives.  They are instructed by the greatest power in the land - 
The King of Eqypt - to slaughter the future of the people of Israel.  And because 
their moral grounding is with God and not with the King, they will not allow 
themselves to be instruments of death.  They can’t stop, won’t stop working 
with God in order that God’s pregnant future might be born. 

(Read Exodus 1: 8 - 22) 

Shiphrah and Puah feared God.  To fear God is to know that God is the authori-
ty of life: always and everywhere, the holiest of holies, the God of rainbows 
and stars and promises and new life.  Shiphrah and Puah were asked by the 
power of the state - the king of Egypt - to kill the future.  And they refused to 
collude with that which destroys. 

Two midwives are face to face with the highest power of the land.   They are 
ordered to be agents of death.  And they will not do it.  They stand with God 
and against the forces of evil and greed.  Shiphrah. Puah.  You.  Me.  We are 
called to deliver life in just such a future-fearful time as this. 

One of the most powerful things I experienced at Annual Conference came 
after Pastor Katy was commissioned.  At the end of worship there is always a 
question asked:  Do you feel called to ministry?  Do you feel Jesus inviting you 
to join him on the roads of life?  People are invited to come forward and kneel 
and they are prayed over by members of the Board of Ordained Ministry. 

This year two of our youth came forward.  Jacob Hansen and Abby Lindenfeld 
came and kneeled and we prayed with them and who knows what God has in 
store for them and their sense of call. 

(Abby and Jacob share) 

But I know this.  The King of Egypt.  The voice of power that tries to convince us 
that any people is expendable - refugees or immigrants or Muslims or, well, 
the list is heart-breakingly endless.  That power of destruction will always be 
subverted by those among us who fear God and deliver life through our hearts, 
our hands and our witness. 

The world is pregnant with hope.  The people of Jesus are midwives.  Let’s get 
to subversive work. 

Amen 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 37: 1 - 11 

Exodus 1: 8 - 22 

 

Well Placed Fear 

Rev. Elizabeth Macaulay 

June 26, 2016 
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