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“Stay Awhile” 
 
Moses had known pain and Moses had known trouble. 
 
Born a Hebrew slave, adopted and raised in the opulence of Pharaoh’s court, Moses comes upon an Egyptian soldier 
harassing a Hebrew slave and he snaps.  He kills the soldier, goes into hiding, meets the love of his life, minds his 
own business tending sheep and then God calls him to lead God’s people to freedom.  Moses tries to dodge the call. 
 
God will have none of that.  So, Moses leads the people to freedom and experiences quickly the ways it is to bring 
people from surety – even a miserable surety – into new life. 
 
Having experiences heart ache and the toxic effects of fear, Moses continues to lead God’s heart-hearted and often 
fearful people and Moses continues to intentionally seek God’s guidance while leading his people to freedom. 
 
He ascends the mountain and spends forty days and forty nights - Hebrew speak for a very long time - in the cloud 
of God’s presence. 
 
And when he comes down with God’s word for God’s people, he is dazzling in his shine. 
 
It is clear to all that he has been in the presence of the very holy God. 
 
He was lit by God light. 
 
Like Moses, Jesus and his disciples knew plenty about heart ache and about loss. 
 
Just prior to this morning’s reading from Matthew, Jesus has told his beloved friends that he will soon be killed.  He 
tells them that he will soon be going to Jerusalem, where he will undergo great suffering at the hands of the 
religious elite, and be killed, and on the third day rise again and his disciples don’t want to hear this from the man 
who has inspired such hope and such love in them and in the multitudes. 
 
Jesus tells his followers that living in his way means taking up the cross.   
 
The cross was an instrument of torture used to kill political insurgents.  Jesus tells his disciples that they will need to 
use their very bodies to carry the symbol of insurgency and suffering because following in his way - the way of God’s 
heart - will cost them any kind of naive belief that living the teachings of faith is an easy choice to make. 
 
It will cost them. 
 
So, when they have a chance to go up to a mountaintop with Jesus, Peter and James and his brother John had to be 
so relieved. 
 



Finally!  Sometime apart in a place where God was sure to show up and sure enough before their eyes Jesus is 
transfigured - he shines!  And with him are heroes of the movement - Moses and Elijah. 
 
And Peter and James and John can scare take it in.  They want to build dwelling places so that they can freeze that 
radiance in time and place but even as they are suggesting that the voice of God sounds from the heavens and that 
voice says the same thing heard when Jesus was baptized. 
 
God says the words of claiming and love spoken when Jesus was baptized: “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 
am well pleased.” 
 
(read the text) 
 
I love James, John and Peter and their response to the glory of the Lord shining around them. 
 
They are terrified by all the abundance of God’s presence. 
 
And, they want to bottle it.  Save it.  Build structure around it in order that they can somehow contain it -keep it 
forever, especially when they have heard Jesus talking about the pain to come.  Why not stay on the mountain?  It’s 
beautiful! 
 
You can’t blame them, can you? 
 
But Jesus won’t have any of that.  Instead of hanging out on the mountain top where the lights are bright, Jesus 
shows the disciples what being his followers is all about.   
 
Jesus brings God’s dazzle down the mountain and into the lives of those desperate for hope and for transformation. 
 
Last Sunday we heard a report given by a consultant named John Laster.  John is a pastor who works for Horizons 
Stewardship.    
 
John was here because this church of ours is stirring into new life.   
 
We have heard God’s call telling us that we are to come down off the mountain top and wade into life in this 
community.  Among other things, we are looking at breaking the cycle of poverty by providing child care and family 
support to families and we are seeking to care for the gift of this building and we want to fit this ministry plant for 
ministry for the next 160 years to come - do you know we just celebrated 160 years here in the city of Rochester? 
 
So, Rev. Laster came and interviewed a lot of people and sought feedback through conversations and written 
surveys. 
 
And he came last Sunday to tell us what he found and what our capacity might be for doing a capital campaign to 
fund the many projects we believe we are called to embrace. 
 
John was honest.  And clear. 
 
And he said a powerful thing that felt gut-punchy to some. 
 
He said:  Christ UMC, you are not what you once were. 
 
You do not have thousands of members.  You give at a meager rate - not all of you, certainly, but averaged out, 
giving to the church doesn’t match the kinds of cars we drive. 



 
And, John said, after plenty of painful things in your past, you seem a bit leery about trusting the goodness of right 
now and the power of God’s future. 
 
But for all of that, John said, rarely have I been so excited by the possibilities of a church.  You are in the sweetest of 
spots.  You have excellent lay leadership and passable pastors.  With the Destination Medical Center initiative 
unfolding literally in your front yard, you have so much to look forward to as far as who you will be in ministry with. 
 
Cleary, God is not finished with this church.   
 
I agree with John.  There is so much life ahead of us. 
 
And, today’s texts have some teaching to share with us - James, John and Peter and all of us who are disciples. 
 
As I heard this text and held it up to John Laster’s report, here is what I imagined. 
 
I imagined disciples of this church ascending the mountaintop in order to commune with God.   
 
And who do they see there with Jesus but Christ UMC’s version of Moses and Elijah - the pastors who served Christ 
UMC in its glory days:  the Rev. Wynn Haycock and the Rev. Bob Scoggin!  There they are!  Talking with Jesus and the 
light is shining and the choir was immense and the sanctuary packed and the children well behaved and everyone 
went to church and the disciples - you or me - we want to freeze and memorialize that shine forever!  Of course, we 
do! 
 
The light was so good!  The pain awaiting the church was not yet unfolded! 
 
But you know, Jesus would have none of that.  And Jesus will have none of that. 
 
Because Jesus knows that  
 
Mountaintop experiences are so amazing and powerful and precious and important. 
 
And they are not sufficient. 
 
There’s ministry to be done. 
 
Here.  Now.  Ministry that this church is called to come down the mountain to do. 
 
Right here in Rochester in the year 2017. 
 
And God is no less present in the midst of everyday life than God is on mountain tops. 
 
God continues, moment by moment to offer transformation!  This sharing of shine is no small thing. 
 
So, will you take up the symbol of insurrection - the cross - and join with others to proclaim that we will not cease 
from our call to encounter the people God has called us to serve? 
 
We aren’t hiding out on the mountain top of our past - whether it be our past as a church or some glory day past we 
had in our personal lives. 
 
Jesus leads us into transformation - which includes the struggle, pain, and glory that is life.   



 
Let us follow. Here and now. 
 
There’s ministry to be done. 
 
Amen 
 


