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“Walls” 
 
It has been a hard couple of weeks coming after a hard couple of months in these United States of America. 

 

We are not who we thought we were. 

 

Resentments and factionalism have boiled over in the halls of power and in the streets. 

 

Clearly there is a massive disconnect between peoples.  Airports and city squares are full of people who are shouting 

out.  They are not holding back. 

 

We are not who we thought we were. 

 

Maybe you came here heartbroken and frightened this morning. 

 

Maybe you came here feeling like finally things are getting done. 

 

Maybe you came here too tired by Facebook rants and Fox news and CNN pot stirring to feel anything at all. 

 

Here is what I beg of us - you and me -  as we discern how it is we are to live in these times. 

 

We cannot forget who we are.   

 

Do not forget your core identity.  Do not forget. 

 

You are a follower of Jesus the Christ.  You are beloved of a God who calls you to live your worship through the 

seeking of healing for creation.  You are wrapped in the power of the Holy Spirit and never never are you powerless 

in the midst of the much of this world. 

 

We gather here together in this church as those who seek to live the teachings of Jesus the Christ - not just talk about 

them, but live them. 

 

Jesus is our teacher and our guide.  Jesus, who learned from his parents the teachings from his Jewish faith. 

 

We gather here as followers of Jesus. 

 

And, we gather here at United Methodist followers of Jesus.  As United Methodists, we use four things as our 

compass as we seek to live our lives: 

 

First, we look to scripture for the lessons held there.  What does scripture teach us about how the importance of loving 

our God with all our hearts, mind, and souls and our neighbor as ourselves?  In times like these, what has scripture to 

say? 

 

Second, we turn to tradition - what has the church taught through the ages that can help us sort out the right way to 

respond to the world around us? 



 

Third, we turn to reason.  What does science and the good gift of our knowledge of history and learning bring to our 

question of how it is we are to live in these ripping apart days? 

 

And Fourth, we turn to experience.  What have we learned and experienced through our lives that will help us be 

ethical followers of Jesus the Christ? 

 

We apply these four lenses to our decision making - we call them the Wesleyan quadrilateral. 

 

We are followers of Jesus.  We are Wesleyan followers of Jesus who teach that a personal relationship with Jesus is 

always lived through the seeking of social justice. 

 

Our Resident Bishop Bruce Ough is the chair of the Council of Bishops.  We are a global church and this issue of 

welcoming refugees and acknowledging that we are a worldwide communion of human beings bound through the 

compassion of Christ is a profoundly spiritual and religious issue. 

 

Bishop Ough shared a statement on behalf of the United Methodist Church regarding the Trump immigration order, 

and I want to read portions of it to you now: 

 

...“I call upon the people of The United Methodist Church to see the face of Christ in the refugee,” “Say ‘no’ to the 

walling off of our country and our hearts and say ‘yes’ to their hope – our hope – for new life. Let us unite and work 

together to bring the soul of this country to a living birth!”.. 

 

...The biblical witness is clear and unambiguous. Walls are unbiblical. Hospitality is biblical. Denying one’s neighbor 

is unbiblical. Welcoming the stranger is biblical. It is not surprising that Judaism, Christianity and Islam teach the 

reign of God as a banquet to which all peoples are invited. We are to welcome the sojourner, love our neighbor and 

stand with the most vulnerable among us...  

 

Jesus was explicit in his teachings. In Matthew’s gospel Jesus says, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and 

whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.” (Matthew 10:40). 

 

Refugees and immigrants arrive among us, not only with their needs, but also bearing gifts of energy, resourcefulness, 

love of liberty and hope. These gifts have always contributed to the renewal of our society and the church. 

 

Above all, these strangers bring to us the Christ. When we welcome a stranger we welcome Jesus, and when we 

welcome Jesus we welcome our creator. Refugees, immigrants, those yearning to be free—these are the ones whom 

Jesus spoke about when he said, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me” (Matthew 25:35). 

 

The original Greek language is far more poetic, powerful and prophetic. In finer translations of the Greek language, 

we hear Jesus saying: 

 

“Whoever seeks to build a wall around their soul shall destroy it; whoever tears down the wall (around their soul) 

shall bring their soul to a living birth.” 

 

The very soul of our country is at stake. When we abandon strangers, who are at risk of bigotry, xenophobia and 

violence we not only destroy their hope, we destroy our own souls. When we fail to assist the refugees fleeing danger, 

we not only place them in harm’s way, we do harm to our own souls. When we build walls of concrete, or walls of 

divisive rhetoric, or walls of fear, or walls of immoral immigration policies, we build a wall around our own souls... 

 

Here is my prayer for our nation and for this church: 

Please, please God let us not build walls. 

I pray that here at Christ United Methodist Church we can listen each other into wholeness.  By that I mean we can 

differ politically - of course we can -  and rather than run from our differences we can learn from each other. 



May we “turn to wonder”, as Parker Palmer teaches.  When we don’t understand someone else’s need to hit the streets 

in protest or we don’t understand someone’s unwillingness to hit the streets in protest, what would happen if we 

turned to wonder: 

I wonder why they think that way?  What don’t I understand?  How will I learn from them? 

 

In this church are people who voted for Clinton and those who voted for Trump and those who voted for neither of the 

two.  We are democrats and republicans and pro-choice and against abortion and we are so many things that our 

culture tells us are impediments to living in community together but that is nonsense!  Never can we forget that the 

reason we are here is that -  

we are Christians. 

 

First and foremost, we are followers of the Jewish Rabbi Jesus. 

 

Our faith ancestor was a wandering Aramean.  Our forebears came from other lands.   

 

In the roil of these days we commit ourselves to turn not to Fox news or CNN for ethical groundings. 

 

We will turn instead to Scripture, tradition, reason and experience and we will give our aching hearts to the Holy 

Spirit to bind us together in love - with each other and with all of creation. 

 

Here in this place we pledge our allegiance: 

 

We pledge our allegiance to God.  God’s vision.  God’s heart.  God’s longings.  

 

We commit ourselves to God’s vision of creation: 

 

Isaiah 58: 10 - 12 says this: 

 

 

“If you get rid of unfair practices, 

   quit blaming victims, 

    quit gossiping about other people’s sins, 

If you are generous with the hungry 

    and start giving yourselves to the down-and-out, 

Your lives will begin to glow in the darkness, 

    your shadowed lives will be bathed in sunlight. 

I will always show you where to go. 

    I’ll give you a full life in the emptiest of places— 

    firm muscles, strong bones. 

You’ll be like a well-watered garden, 

    a gurgling spring that never runs dry. 

You’ll use the old rubble of past lives to build anew, 

    rebuild the foundations from out of your past. 

You’ll be known as those who can fix anything, 

    restore old ruins, rebuild and renovate, 

    make the community livable again.” 

 

May it be so.  May it be so. 

 

Amen 

 

 


