
 
 



 
 

Pen Pastor’s 

So.  Some of us tithe with a sense of wonder about it all.  With so 
much in my life, ten percent of my income given in order that        
baptisms and bibles and funerals can happen seems like an easy 
decision to make.  Are  you kidding?  After my tithe, I have ninety 
percent of so much. 
 
Best of all, what John shared is this:  He is RARELY excited about 
churches.  He shared that he is so often in the midst of churches who 
are in over their heads financially.  Sometimes by the time a church 
calls a financial “physician” they are well beyond healing.  That is not 
the case with Christ United Methodist Church. 
 
Given our location, given the DMC, given the quality of our leadership 
- both paid and unpaid - given the rich heritage, and given the      
message of Jesus we are so passionate about sharing; given all 
those things, this church is primed and ready for an immense       
explosion of energy and growth. 
 
I agree.  God is stirring new life and excitement into this church.  The 
Spirit is alive and followers of Jesus are being drawn to this church. 
 
Yesterday I was desperate to get out into the sun so I took myself out 
for lunch.  The woman behind the counter was around thirty or 
so.  She said I looked familiar.  I suggested that maybe she had seen 
me at CUMC, where I serve as one of the pastors. 
 
That was it!  She was excited to have made the connection.  I asked 
her if she had been to the church and she said it had been awhile but 
she wanted to come back.  I asked why that was.  What she said was 
this:  “I hear that you are doing great things there and I want to be a 
part of that.” 
 
The drawing you see above?  It was created by one of our beloved 
children.  Clearly she thinks this church has something to offer. 
 
Beloveds, as we enter the season of Lent, I ask you to pray for your 
church and for the movement of hope we seek to foster and share. 
 
What is it God would have us do? 
 
How is it we will live into the immensity of God’s vision for our own 
lives, the lives of this church, and the gift that is this world we so 
love? 
 
Blessings to you on your 
Lenten and life journey. 
 
Pastor Elizabeth 
 
PS – Rev. Laster’s report can be accessed by picking up a copy in 
the church office (email@cumethodist.com) or contacting the church 
should you desire an electronic version. 
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Wellness matters. 
 
For our physical bodies, it is important that we be proactive in     
seeking healthy habits. 
 
For our church body, it is equally important to be proactive as we 
seek to live in healthy community. 
 
Over the past few years we have been blessed by some excellent 
consultation.  Through the MN Annual Conference, we participated 
in the Missional Church Consultation initiative.  After agreeing to the 
prescriptions suggested, we have moved in powerful ways toward a 
more vibrant future. 
 
Part of moving toward the future involves discerning God’s call on us 
as a congregation.  How are we to use our considerable resources 
to share and live the message of Jesus?  We have assessed our 
neighborhood and determined that breaking the cycle of poverty 
through offering quality child care to people of all income levels is a 
God sized dream.  We have groups in the church assessing the   
financial and structural viability of our dream.  We are also aware 
that our eleven AM service will need new space because of the way 
that service is growing.  Will we move to the sanctuary or to the  
social hall?  What will we do to update our worship spaces and our 
signage and our building in order that we invite all people to the 
safety and welcome of this Christian community? 
 
Because updating our building to accommodate our dreams is a 
thing involving capital outlay, the Leadership Board contracted with 
Horizons Stewardship to do a feasibility study regarding the likely 
success of a capital campaign.  The Rev. John Laster is the         
consultant who interviewed dozens of folks via face to face or written 
questions.  The Rev. Laster reported his findings on Sunday,       
February 19th.  There were many things that surfaced during his   
interviews.  First, CUMC is not the church it was thirty years ago.    
Of course this is so.  Like many other mainline congregations, we 
are smaller.  Unlike many mainline congregations, CUMC has     
endured some painful times.  The effects of those time have been             
lasting.  Rev. Laster shared that the tenacity of this church is       
laudable. 
 
Also shared was the reality of our stewardship climate.  We are a 
church of immense capacity.  We are a church – and individually, a 
people – who give less to their church than the national                   
average.  Why is this so?  That remains to be seen.  The best      
answer I can think of is we haven’t done a good enough job of      
developing discipleship here.  Giving of our financial resources is a 
core of our living of discipleship.  We give because we are so aware 
of how much God has given us.  We give because we GET 
to!  We’re so grateful that we cannot help but give to the church   
because through the church we are a part of a mighty movement for 
hope and healing in creation and in our back yards.   
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Thanks for Celebrating Love with CUMC!  

We celebrated love and beat the mid-winter blues with one another at the February 11th Valentine’s Party. We met 

new friends and played with old ones, danced, watched and participated in an impromptu puppet show, and ate over 

300 cupcakes! Woohoo! Thanks to all who made this possible and/or attended. Love conquers all!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo credits: Katy Lee, John Varona 

 

Lent 2017: Who, me????? 

Yes, YOU. Our 2017 Lent theme is underway and we have collected 

many wonderful devotionals from staff and   members. THANK YOU for 

sharing your stories with CUMC. What brings you life? How have you 

been brought to life— physically and figuratively? These are the          

interesting questions that were answered in the devotionals shared.  

 

Our Lent 2017 Devotional booklet is available beginning March 1st 

in many ways:  

 On our website at: www.cumethodist.com/lent-2017-devotional-

booklet 

 On our Facebook (www.facebook.com/cumethodist) or Twitter 

(www.twitter.com/cumethodist). Like and follow to walk through the devo-

tional with us and converse about it. 

 Via email messaging. If you haven’t subscribed, send an email to 

email@cumethodist.com to do so.  

 By print. If you’d like a printed copy, call the church office (507 289 4019).  

 

Won’t you hear these wonderful stories? Remember to stay grounded and think about your story and your place, as 

well as the people’s around you, during this Lent Season. We can’t wait to walk beside you through it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like us on Facebook!                   
facebook.com/cumethodist 

Follow us on Twitter!                   
twitter.com/cumethodist 
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 SeVy Gospel Quartet   MARCH 5th | 4-5PM  
This Minneapolis based quartet will be with us very soon to rock the house! 
This will be one you won’t want to miss. See you there!  

 

Victor Zupanc Selected by Composer’s Forum 
 
And so it begins! Christ UMC and Bnai Israel Synagogue have 
been selected by the Composer’s Forum to participate in a Faith Partners program. What does this 

mean? It means that we interviewed and selected a composer who will get to know our community and our faith    
organizations. We have selected Victor Zupanc (www.victorzupanc.com) Music Director of the Children’s Theatre in 
Minneapolis. Along with his full time work with the Children’s Theatre, Victor creates work for organizations such as 
the Guthrie and On Being. Victor is also the music director for the 11am service at Richfield UMC. 

 
Victor will be in our midst on March 12th during the 9am and 11am worship         
services. In initial conversations between the synagogue leaders and CUMC, both faith 
communities articulated a strong desire for the composition of children’s choir pieces 
based upon our shared biblical heritage. 
 
Below is a description of Faith Partners, taken from their website:  
Faith Partners (formerly known as the Church/Synagogue Residency Program) funds    
18-month residencies enabling composers to collaborate with a consortium of diverse 
faith communities in the creation of new sacred music. Each consortium consists of two 
congregations of different faiths. The composer - selected by the consortium members - 
creates a minimum of six works during the course of the residency: two to be shared by 
both members of the consortium and two tailored for each congregation. This              
unprecedented program seeks to reinvigorate sacred music and to reintroduce           

composers into religious settings where they have historically flourished. The music directors from each site          
collaboratively choose their resident composer from a pool of applicants, ensuring a happy marriage of style and    
outlook between the composers and their audiences.  
 
The Faith Partners residencies are emblematic of the Forum's efforts to build bridges between composers and      
already-existing audiences that have lacked exposure to new music but are highly receptive to it. Several               
congregations that participated in the program have continued to commission new works with their own funds        
following the conclusion of the residency period, indicating that the program has sparked a durable enthusiasm for 
new music. Composers who hitherto had not considered themselves "sacred-music composers" have enjoyed a new 
demand for their music. 
 
The Faith Partners program is made possible through funding from by the Otto Bremer Foundation. 
 
So. Stay tuned! We will be blessed with original compositions meant to sing our praise to God. And, we get to work 
with one of the finest composers around! 
 
It’s a good thing. 
 
-Pastor Elizabeth 

Cardboard Jewelry  

On Sunday, March 12th, Janet Jones— who has been an UMCOR  

missionary— will be selling beautiful jewelry make of 

cardboard boxes. You heard right— cardboard boxes! 

Be sure to stop in and see her jewelry, and most      

importantly, ask about the story behind it! 
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Rally Sunday was a success! Thanks to all who helped and attended!  

A Few Thank You Notes 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Thank so much for your recent donation.  We depend on congregations like yours. Blessings, 
 
Janet 
Salud Y Paz, Camanchaj, Guatemala 
 
 
Dear Pastor and Church Members: 
 
Thank you for your commitment and the accomplishment of paying 100% apportionments in 2016 for vital ministries 
across our conference, nation, and world as United Methodists!  Your church, along with 56 others in our River Valley 
District, kept this covenant.  Thank you for your faithfulness!  Your sacrificial and intentional giving allows the        
benevolence and mission projects of the General Church and Annual Conference to continue in vital ways. 
 
In the United Methodist Church, apportioned funds are what enable United Methodists to do ministry together.  You 
have supported the connectional staff members who provide the leadership throughout the state and throughout our                     
denomination.  Apportionments help provide health insurance to retired clergy.  They help start new faith             
communities, and enable churches to turnaround ministries that have diminished through the years.  Apportionments, 
along with your prayers and works of mercy, help keep the vital Wesleyan Connection a sacred bond of mission in 
the United States and all around the world! 
 
Thank you again for "leading with generosity!"  Together, God is using us to 
bless our world in Christ's name. 
 
Cynthia Williams 
District Superintendent, River Valley District 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Thank you for helping feed people in need through your generous gift to Channel One Regional Food Bank in the 
amount of $607.00, received on December 23, 2016.  It is hard to accept the fact that not everyone in our community 
has enough food to eat, that some children go to bed hungry, and parents and seniors sometimes have to choose 
between paying for rent, medicine or supplies, or buying food.  Hunger is a choice no one should have to make! 
 
Channel One provides more than just food - it also provides security and relief to thousands of hungry people, giving 
them a place to go for help when they need it - a place that not only provides them with nutritious food, but does so 
while respecting their integrity and desire for self-sufficiency.  We supply free groceries to 3,400 Olmsted County 
households each month in a friendly, supportive shopping environment and provide food to 1,300 local elementary 
school students through the Backpack Program.  Across our 14 county region of SE Minnesota and La Cross County, 
Wisconsin, we distribute millions of pounds of food to 160 non-profit member agencies that feed the hungry in their 
local communities.  A little over 10 million pounds of food moved through our warehouse last year - directly to 
those who need it! 
 
We especially appreciate your partnering with us in this important mission, "to help feed people in need" and thank 
you again for supporting the work we do! Thank you very much for this faithful gift! 
 
Jennifer Woodford 
Executive Director, Channel One 
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A Note from Pastor Elizabeth         *as sent out in the Fresh Spirit email newsletter on 2/22/17 

  
…Then he said to them all, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross daily and   

follow me.” 
                                                                           Jesus, Luke 9:23 

  
Day by day we make choices.  We discern how it is our words, our actions and our thoughts are cross worthy.  On an individual 
basis, this makes for daily discernment.  As a people who are citizens of a larger world, our decision to take up the cross of    
Jesus the Christ matters; it matters greatly.  
 
This is a challenging time to approach a pulpit, brothers and sisters.  I want to share a bit about that. 
  
The UM church teaches that the world is our parish.  John Wesley and United Methodists who followed espouse a faith that is 
individual and communal.  There is no such thing as a private faith.  Wesley taught that the cross of Jesus must be taken up by 
the people of Jesus as we together work for the teachings of Jesus to be made tangible here, in this world and in this life.  There 
is no holiness but social holiness. 
  
Jesus, good Jew that he was, echoes the teachings of the prophet Micah.  It turns out the Lord requires of us that we do justice, 
love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.  (Micah 6: 8) 
  
Scripture is full of teachings about how it is we are to care for the poor, the immigrant and the refugee.  Scripture is full of        
admonitions for a people who forget that God’s vision for full life is not found in our own individual comfort.  God’s vision for    
fullness of life is lived when we do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly knowing that God is the ethical and foundational 
ground of our being. 
 
During the month of February, when our president was issuing orders that will scatter families and deeply impact the lives of 
countless human creations of God, we followed a series of readings from scripture used by people of many denominational    
affiliation.  Our scriptures have been about tending the needs of the poor, about making sure that the poor and the immigrant are 
fed, and about turning the other cheek rather than nursing outrage.  Those readings are being shared in congregations and   
parishes across the world. 
 
As an ordained minister of the gospel, I simply cannot ignore the teachings of scripture and the ways our world has yet to learn 
and live them.  The world is our parish.  The teachings of our faith are not meant to be cloistered in our sanctuaries, they are 
meant to be taken up daily as we seek to follow Jesus. 
  
There are those who visit our church or who have long shared community here who bristle at what they term “political” sermons. 
  
There is a difference between partisan and political. 
  
I seek with all the wisdom I can to craft sermons that are not partisan.  To endorse one or another political party from the pulpit is 
a misuse of the privilege of preaching. Neither justice nor Jesus belongs solely to Democrats or solely to Republicans. 
  
And, I will not and cannot preach the gospel of Jesus the Christ without considering what it is to deny self and take up the cross 
of Jesus in this day and this time.  I seek to follow Jesus and I keenly seek to unpack what it is to take up the cross of Christian 
discipleship as we encounter questions of the life we share.  How will we name the challenge of racism, violence, oppression and 
poverty?  How can we “resist evil, injustice and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves” (UM membership vows) 
if we are not willing to name them and voice the pain of those too long oppressed? 
 
Taking up the cross of Jesus means we Jesus followers are unwilling to go along. It means that we will suffer the pain of knowing 
that we have participated in systems that oppress. To take up the cross means that we pledge allegiance to Jesus the Christ 
before any power or principality, including our nation.  It means that we are willing to hear voices and opinions that are not our 
own and we are willing to bear the discomfort of being a cross bearing people. 
  
I know that across this city and across this land each preacher tussles with what it means to bear the cross of Jesus. 
Here at Christ UMC, bearing the cross of the Christ means that we will not pretend that systems and humans have been          
redeemed and that all is swell in the world.  We know that systems and humans continue to harm each other in ways grievous to 
the heart of our God.  We believe that we are called to take up the cross of Christ in order to learn and live another way – in our 
hearts and in the polis. 
  
  
We know we need each other in order to live the message of Jesus in this church and beyond this church. 
  
  
We trust that God is in this with us, breathing and leading us to the living of justice, kindness and humility. 
  
  
Come to church.  Struggle in community as we seek to lift high the cross of Jesus the Christ. 



 

 Forum, Class & All-Church Read Opportunities 
 

Third Sunday Forum: March 19th, 10:15 – 11:15am, Hamline Room 
 
The Coming Flood – Climate Change Film 
Tom Williamson, Hopeful Earth 
A National Geographic documentary about climate change.  You will hear interviews with    
researchers, innovators and people living in parts of the world where severe impacts of       
climate change are already being felt and see stunning images of climate catastrophes already underway. Many of 
the issues we care about today (poverty, flooding, droughts, war and disease, terrestrial and freshwater species    
facing extinction) are likely to worsen as the world warms.  Al Gore’s 2006 An Inconvenient Truth attempted to      
convince the world that the climate was changing; this film addresses a world ten years later.                            
Please arrive by 10:15 since the film is one hour long!! 
  
“Hillbilly Elegy:  A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis” 
CUMC’s Congregational Read by J.D. Vance 
It’s not too late! Small groups are meeting to discuss this book recommended by the CUMC staff supporting our    
vision of “Breaking the Cycle of Poverty”.  Opportunities for you to join the discussion are:   
 Inquiring Spirits, Sundays at 10:15am in Room 145 
 Small Group, Fridays at 1:30pm in the Fireside Room 
 

Congregational Care from Pastor Nancy 
 

 If someone you love is in the hospital….please know that the pastors and our hospital lay visitors are 
glad to visit, if requested. You need to call and let us know the name of the person and where they are       
hospitalized. We do not have access to the Chaplain’s List and have no way of knowing someone is hospitalized 
unless you call us.  

 The Mild Cognitive Impairment Group meets the third Wednesday of the month from 10 -11am in the 
Family Room. Our next meeting will be March 15th. This group is for persons with a cognitive impairment and 
also for their support person(s). We provide a listening ear and a supportive atmosphere for discussion.   It is a 
place where you can experience the comfort of others living with the same condition and also experience the 
comfort of faith.  

 Prayer Requests: Prayers for the new ministry team of Congregational Care Ministers. These people will 
provide congregational care in a wide variety of settings and offer continuity of care. Pray for those who will be 
called to providing this new ministry of lay people from Christ UMC. Pray for this ministry to provide healing to a 
broken world. 

 Please pray for those going to the Congregational Care Seminar at the United Methodist Church of the 
Resurrection in Leawood, KS, April 27th-29th: Mae Belle Ericson, Peg Anderson, Jill Shapiro and Pastor 
Nancy. 

 Did you know that Christ UMC was one of six communities of faith in the country to be included in a 
study by the Pew Charitable Trust on end of life education? We have offered a number of classes on        
advanced care planning from a faith perspective. This has been             
recognized on a national level. We wish to thank all those involved in 
these fine educational events. 

  Thank you to everyone who made Valentines for church members 
who are not able to get out to church. One of our church members was 
so pleased to receive a Valentine. She had the most wonderful smile when 
she opened it. It reminded her that her church was thinking of her.  She 
asked me (Pastor Nancy) to be certain to tell the children thank 
you.Thanks to the valentine helpers who helped get the Valentines ready 
for delivery or for the mail (see photo to the right). 

 
 
 
 
 

PAGE 7 NEW SPIRIT 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/An_Inconvenient_Truth
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The CUMC Book of Life 

 
Baptism: 
Parker Kohl Jacobson, son of Andrew 
and Samantha Jacobson, born June 16, 
2016, baptized by Pastor Elizabeth     
Macaulay on February 19, 2017.         
Witnesses: McKenzie Kohlnhofer and 
Nathan Jacobson. 
 
 

 
 
New Members: 
We welcome to our CUMC family: 
 
Mae Belle Erickson, who has been retired for 9 years from Northern Michigan UP. Her and her husband, Dave moved to   
Rochester in October 2016 from Michigan to be closer to their son and his family. They have felt welcome at CUMC, excited 
about various programs and volunteer opportunities. Mae Belle enjoys quilting, scrapbooking, and cooking. They both like     
outdoor activities, snowmobiling, golf, walking, and traveling.   
  
Remembering: 
Doris Johnson 
February 16, 1926 – February 7, 2017 

 
Warm Welcome 

Do you know someone who may be interested in learning more about the church and how to connect with others? 
We offer monthly “Meeting Christ Church” luncheons at which our pastors will meet with people and introduce them to 
CUMC and the United Methodist denomination. Our next luncheon is March 12th at 12:00pm/noon. Childcare     
available upon request! Direct your friends to contact the church office at 289-4019 or send an email to 
email@cumethodist.com. We’d love to meet them. 
 

Fyi Updated and Correct Family & Individual Information 
Correct family and individual information is very important to us here at CUMC. It helps the staff 
and clergy to do a better job at serving this congregation.  We have a committee of people that 

will be updating our people information 
through February and into the middle of 
March making sure we have dotted our i’s 
and crossed our t’s in hoping to have better 
lists of who we are and what we want to be 
doing here to serve CUMC.  Please don’t be 
surprised if a staff member or volunteer of a staff member calls/
emails to ask about pertinent piece of information, such as a 
birthdate or checking on an address.   
 
Have updated information you are  willing to share with CUMC?  
Please don’t hesitate to email Gwen, the office manager: 
gwen@cumethodist.com or call 289-4019. 

The Book of Life, Paul Sullivan Art   

mailto:gwen@cumethodist.com
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 March is MN Foodshare Month! Crazy Hair, Don’t Care! 
 
Get 500 pounds of protein for hungry families to church by the end of March, 
and the whole CUMC staff gets crazy hair! Youth get to vote what color  
Pastor Katy’s hair will be. 
 
The MN Foodshare Goal for 2017 is to raise $225,000 and 225,000 pounds 
of food.  All food and cash stay in the local community, at Channel 
One.  Every pound and dollar is important because the more food and funds 
that Channel One collects during March, the greater the allocation from the 
Minnesota Food Share statewide incentive fund. Last year, Channel One's 
campaign was the largest in the state. 
 
Let’s make it happen again! Crazy hair, don’t care!  
 
 

Yoga Classes Now Available at CUMC 
 
Bailey, with Sunny Daze Yoga, is a human being spreading love and light! She is always a 
student on this wild adventure called LIFE, and her favorite areas of study are yoga and 
Ayurveda. She believes that happiness and peace is cultivated from within, and the        
connection to self through the body, mind, and spirit is the most important thing a person 
can have for a fulfilling life! She has an amazing 5-year-old son, who has encouraged her 
love for working with families and children. She enjoys expressing herself through various 
forms of visual art, music, and dance. She also takes great pleasure in traveling, camping, 
and exploring the world from new perspectives. She is a lover of all people from all walks of 
life, and believes physical, cultural, and religious differences are what make the world    
beautiful!  

 

Offered Classes (Beginning March 2nd) 
Gentle Beginners Yoga – Develop body awareness, learn basic poses, and discover your natural breath. This is 
a great class for stress relief and rejuvenation. Perfect for beginners or anyone wanting a gentler, more restorative 
practice. 
 When: THURSDAY EVENING 7-8PM 
 Where: YOUTH ROOM 

What to bring: BRING YOUR OWN MAT, any props such as blankets, pillows/bolsters, and blocks are highly 
encouraged! THE MORE SUPPORT THE BETTER! 
Cost: First class FREE, $8 for members $10 for non-members 

 

Saturday Morning Flow – Join in for a joyful morning practice to start off your weekend! 
This class is a combination of movement, postures, and mindful breathing to work on 
strength, flexibility, and balance in the body and mind! An all levels class with focus on     
alignment that is easily adaptable to fit all physical and energetic needs.  
 When: SATURDAY MORNING 9-10AM 
 Where: YOUTH ROOM 
 What to bring: BRING YOUR OWN MAT 
 Cost: First class FREE, $8 for members $10 for non-members 
 
ON THESE DATES, THERE WILL BE NO CLASS:  March 11, April 8, May 6 
POSSIBLE CLASSES FOR THE FUTURE: Family/Children’s Yoga, Intro to Ayurveda, Power 
to Your Prayer 
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 Why Volunteer?  Why Proffer 

Share your skills and talents! 

Meet new people! Join the excitement!   

Be a positive influence! 

Raise awareness! 

Develop new talents! 

Grow from the experience! 

 Learn and serve!   Personal satisfaction! 

Work for a cause!     Be part of a TEAM! 

Face new challenges! 

Pass along wisdom! 

Preserve the environment! 

Keep active!    Share your vision! 

Expand your horizons! 

Be Healthy! 

Connect with your community!   

To be HELPFUL! 

Staff Updates 
After a two year stint as our “interim” bookkeeper, Susan Ross has let us know that she is stepping away from her 
work here in order to be more fully present at home.  For two years, Susan has commuted from Savage.  She has 
helped us to create good systems and procedures for our financial systems.  We will miss her very much.  Interviews 
are being conducted for her replacement.  The accounting functions of the church are being handled by ATA.  We 
anticipate hiring a new bookkeeper to work approximately twenty hours a week. 
  
Applications have been received by many talented organists and choir directors.  A committee has been formed to 
assess the applications in order to determine auditions.  The committee consists of:  Karla Sukov, Gail Flanders,    
Diane Ilstrup, Dick Morris, Tanya Brown, Connie Williams and Elizabeth Macaulay.  Auditions will be held with the full 
choir present as well as those who are and have been engaged in our music ministry.  We are very excited by the 
prospect of an engaged music director who will grow our existing programs.  Our interim organist and choir director, 
John Varona, has indicated he is not interested in the position.  He is bridging us beautifully! 
  
Please hold both of the above processes in your prayers.  

 

World Day of Prayer 2017 
Everyone is invited to attend the World Day of Prayer celebration scheduled for Saturday, March 
4 at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 559 20th St SW.  Fellowship and refreshments begin at 
10am.  A worship service follows which has been created by the women of the Philippines under 
the theme, “Am I Being Unfair to You?” 
 
A worldwide ecumenical movement led by Christian women in over 170 countries and regions, 
World Day of Prayer is a time to gather for prayer and action to promote justice and equality.  
Offerings received are granted by World Day of Prayer national committees to nonprofit          
organizations that deal with the issues of concern identified by the country that writes the service. 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Proffer! We Need You! 

 
Have you heard of the word “proffer”?  It means to hold out something to    
someone or to offer.  We use offer/offering around here with money attached 
to it to benefit the church financially.   
 
Let’s use proffer around here with talents attached to it.  Let’s use our talents to 
benefit the need of help around the church.   
 
We will be calling the volunteer sign up board the “Proffer”.  The Proffer is hung 
outside the Fireside Room with several listings of areas of ministry.  Each list 
briefly explains the project and the time commitment.  Time is valuable and we 
will honor your life and time outside of the church with respect present time and 
going forth. 
 
The Proffer is waiting for you to help the church in a way that money can’t help.  
We need people to plan Vacation Bible School.  We need people to proffer their 
talents during VBS week.  We need people who like to be welcoming and offer 
a hello to a new friend that walks in the door on Sunday morning.  We need 
people to hand out bulletins and help a friend to a seat in the Sanctuary/ECC 
on Sundays.  We need you - not only the people who know this church the best 
but also the people who want to be involved, meet new people, have a calling 
to serve, and be there to meet the needs of the church, the people, and God. 
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 Calling for VBS Talent 
 
Last summer, our children and families participated in       
Vacation Bible School (VBS) here at Christ United Methodist 
Church (CUMC). Everyone sang and laughed, became     
puppeteers, and swam ahead with a “Surf Shack” theme.  
 
The time has come again to begin thinking about a theme, 

planning committee, volunteers, and participants. CUMC cherishes the VBS tradition but it needs an army of         
volunteers to pull it off. For a planning committee, I am going to need people who are visionaries. Creative people 
also need to be held together with planners who keep us on track with practicalities. Others who are gifted with     
overall event planning and program management would be an asset to our team. Any youth who want to participate in 
a planning committee would learn many useful skills for college and careers. Later, I will also hope for volunteers who 
are excited about leading our curriculum, folks who are skilled with building sets, painting banners, and decorating for 
this year’s theme. There will be activities such as crafting, stories, singing, snacking, recreation, and crew leading. I 
continue to be amazed at the skills and talents of this church. I am hoping we can come together to become          
passionate about leading our young ones. 
 
While VBS is a huge undertaking, there is nothing more gratifying than seeing the excited faces of the kids’ each day 
as they walk through the doors. Hearing parents and volunteers describe how VBS is helping a child understand 
God’s Word, is worth all the effort! Perhaps the greatest reward in serving with this team, is that long after the final 
day of VBS is over, we hear parents tell stories of their kids’ still singing VBS songs and talking about what they 
learned. I can’t help but be excited by that and for being a part of it this year! I hope you will be too. 
 
-Alisha Nelson, Children and Family Ministries Director 
 

Inbetweeners Potluck Dinner 
Save the date of March 26 at 5 pm for the Inbetweener's Potluck Dinner.  All persons 50 and over (whether long time 
members of the group or just thinking about checking us out) are welcome!  Program to be announced. Call George 
or Carolyn Heyne at 288-2723 if you would like to be added to our calling list. 
Carolyn Heyne 
 

Communities  
How many communities do you belong to? ... A workplace community? The Christ 
Church community? Facebook community?  Service group community? The United 
Methodist Women Community? 
 
UMW’s Program Book for 2016-2017 is entitled “A Call to Community.”  Ruth Circle, 
a thankful community, is studying how we can be a community of action against 
human trafficking, a concerned  community that can work for climate justice and a 
supportive community for missions in the United States and around the world.  If 
you would like to join us, we meet the third Thursday of each month at 1pm in the 
Fireside Room at church.  You are welcome! 
 

THANK YOU, Jerry! 
A HUGE THANK YOU to Jerry Blaisdell for refinishing the staff office community 
table (see photo to the right.)  Because of you, it’s tradition lives on. We appreciate 
you and your talent!   
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